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Peter Cooper on the Paid Fire De-= 
partment. 

Mr. Peter Cooper has addressed to the members 
of the legislature of this state the following com- 
munication, warmly approving the new law es- 
tablishing a paid Fire Department in this city: 


‘* To the honorable members of the Senate and As- 
sembly of the State of New York: 

**Gentlemen: I cannot forbear to offer to your 
honorable board my heartfelt thanks, as an hum- 
ble individual, tor the substantial benefits that I 
believe will result to my native city, from the 
law passed for the reorganization of the Fire 
Department. 

“T entertain a firm belief thet this law, with 
the improvements that it will suggest, will prove 
a greater blessing to our whole community than 
ay law passed since the introduction of Croton 
water. 

‘“‘T feel assured that there is no class of our 
community that will derive such great and sub- 
stantial advantages from the law just passed as 
te members of the old Fire Department of our 
city. 

‘These advantages will result to them from the 
fact that steam, horses and the pressure of ele- 
vated water wili be made to do the work which 
they have been in the habit of performing with 
such an amount of labor and loss of time, that 
our community could not expect that it would 
longer be performed by a voluntary department. 

“The unanimity manifested by the passage of 
the late law has encouraged our citizens to believe 
that your honorable body are prepared to adopt 
such a course of legislation as will enable our 
people to make the government ot our city an 
honor to the state. 

‘* There is nothing in my opinion that will so 
effectually aid us to bring about a good govern- 
ment in our city,as@ law that will join in one 
body the police and fire department, and make it 
the dollar and cent interest of the whole body to 
faithitully peform their duty. It will be seen 
by the plan that L propose, which is to 
obtain from the insurance companies the 
largest percentage that they will give on 
all that the Joss and damage by fire 
can be reduced below the average. This 
amount, with the percentage that the city govern- 
ment will give on all that the loss otf property 
stolen can be reduced below the average, to be 
paid over annually to the men, as a reward for 
jaithful services rendered. A body of men with 
an interest at stake more than equal to pay all 
their rent, would not allow men to remain in 
their department who were either drunken, idle 
or dishonest, With water held in tanks to 
be let on to the mains in the city in 
time of fire, from an elevation sufficient 
to make all the hydrants equal to fire engines ; 
with such a power of water, small hose carts, 
placed on every block, with men having a pe- 
cuniary interest to extinguish fires, it will be an 
easy matter for the police and fire department to 
save three-quarters of the property that would 
otherwise be destroyed. I have taken the liberty 
to send to the members of your honorable body a 
printed statement that will explain my former ef- 
iorts to bring to the notice ot the proper author- 
ities of our city and state, plans for the improve- 


ment of the police and fire department of our- 


city. In the efforts now being made to improve 


the government and sanitary condition of our- 


city, a thorough examination has been made into 
the causes that have operated to produce a fright- 


ful mortality among the poor of this city, on the 


island iormed by nature to be one of the most 
healthful p)aces in the world. 
“The result of that investigation has been 


spread before your honorable body, in the hope 


that all needed legislation will be given to enable 
our citizens to remove the causes of disease, and 
show that we are not indifferent to the wants and 
sufferings of the poor. 

“The great principle of making it the interest 
of a majority of the officers ot the city govern- 
ment to save the lives and property of the com- 
munity, is more tully explained in the printed 
communication that I herein send. In the belief 
that its adoption can hardly be over-estimated, 

‘*T subscribe myself, yours truly, 

‘*P. CooPER.”’ 
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